
Selected Ellen White Quotations on Faith

1. Education, page 253
Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves us and knows best what is for our

good. Thus, instead of our own, it leads us to choose His way. In place of our
ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness, His strength; in place of
our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, ourselves, are already His; faith
acknowledges His ownership and accepts its blessing.

2. The Desire of Ages, page 126
But faith is in no sense allied to presumption. Only he who has true faith is

secure against presumption. For presumption is Satan's counterfeit of faith. Faith
claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit in obedience. Presumption also claims the
promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse Transgression. Faith would have led
our first parents to trust the love of God, and to obey His commands. Presumption led
them to transgress His law, believing that His great love would save them from the
consequence of their sin. It is not faith that claims the favor of Heaven without
complying with the conditions on which mercy is to be granted. Genuine faith has its
foundation in the promises and provisions of the Scriptures.

3. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 657
Every failure on the part of the children of God is due to their lack of faith.

4. Education, page 253
How to exercise faith should be made very plain.

5. Christ's Object Lessons, page 152
The sense of need, the recognition of our poverty and sin, is the very first

condition of acceptance with God.

6. Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, pages 218-219
No matter who you are or what your life has been, you can be saved only in

God's appointed way. You must repent; you must fall helpless on the Rock, Christ
Jesus. You must feel your need of a physician and of the one only remedy for sin, the
blood of Christ. This remedy can be secured only by repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Here the work is yet to be begun by many who profess to
be Christians and even to be ministers of Christ. Like the Pharisees of old many of you
feel no need of a Saviour. You are self-sufficient, self-exalted. Said Christ: "I came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." The blood of Christ will avail for none
but those who feel their need of its cleansing power.

7. Testimonies for the Church Volume Seven, pages 211-212
Our greatest need is faith in God. When we look on the dark side we lose our

hold on the Lord God of Israel. As the heart is opened to fears and conjectures, the
path of progress is hedged up by unbelief. Let us never feel that God has forsaken His
work.



-2-

There must be less talking unbelief, less imagining that this one and that one is
hedging up the way. Go forward in faith; trust the Lord to prepare the way for His work.
Then you will find rest in Christ. As you cultivate faith and place yourselves in right
relation to God and by earnest prayer brace yourselves to do your duty you will be
worked by the Holy Spirit. The many problems that are now mysterious you may solve
for yourselves by continued trust in God. You need not be painfully indefinite because
you are living under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. You may walk and work in
confidence.

We must have less faith in what we can do and more faith in what the Lord can
do for us, if we will have clean hands and pure hearts. You are not engaged in your
own work; you are doing the work of God.

More love is needed, more frankness, less suspicion, less evil thinking. We need
to be less ready to blame and accuse. It is this that is so offensive to God. The heart
needs to be softened and subdued by love. The strengthless condition of our people
results from the fact that their hearts are not right with God. Alienation from Him is the
cause of the burdened condition of our institutions.

8. Patriarchs and Prophets, page 290
God in His providence brought the Hebrews into the mountain fastnesses before

the sea, that He might manifest His power in their deliverance and signally humble the
pride of their oppressors. He might have saved them in any other way, but He chose
this method in order to test their faith and strengthen their trust in Him. The people
were weary and terrified, yet if they had held back when Moses bade them advance,
God would never have opened the path for them. It was "by faith" that "they passed
through the Red Sea as by dry land." Hebrews 11:29. In marching down to the very
water, they showed that they believed the word of God as spoken by Moses. They did
all that was in their power to do, and then the Mighty One of Israel divided the sea to
make a path for their feet.

The great lesson here taught is for all time. Often the Christian life is beset by
dangers, and duty seems hard to perform. The imagination pictures impending ruin
before and bondage or death behind. Yet the voice of God speaks clearly, "Go
forward." We should obey this command, even though our eyes cannot penetrate the
darkness, and we feel the cold waves about our feet. The obstacles that hinder our
progress will never disappear before a halting, doubting spirit. Those who defer
obedience till every shadow of uncertainty disappears and there remains no risk of
failure or defeat, will never obey at all. Unbelief whispers, "Let us wait till the
obstructions are removed, and we can see our way clearly;" but faith courageously
urges an advance, hoping all things, believing all things.

The cloud that was a wall of darkness to the Egyptians was to the Hebrews a
great flood of light, illuminating the whole camp, and shedding brightness upon the path
before them. So the dealings of Providence bring to the unbelieving, darkness and
despair, while to the trusting soul they are full of light and peace. The path where God
leads the way may lie through the desert or the sea, but it is a safe path.
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9. The Great Controversy, pages 621-622
The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith that can endure

weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that will not faint though severely tried. The
period of probation is granted to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because
he was persevering and determined. His victory is an evidence of the power of
importunate prayer. All who will lay hold of God's promises, as he did, and be as
earnest and persevering as he was, will succeed as he succeeded. Those who are
unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God, to pray long and earnestly for His
blessing, will not obtain it. Wrestling with God—how few know what it is! How few have
ever had their souls drawn out after God with intensity of desire until every power is on
the stretch. When waves of despair which no language can express sweep over the
suppliant, how few cling with unyielding faith to the promises of God.

Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest danger of falling
under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to compel the conscience. And
even if they endure the test they will be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the
time of trouble, because they have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons of
faith which they have neglected they will be forced to learn under a terrible pressure of
discouragement.

We should now acquaint ourselves with God by proving His promises. Angels
record every prayer that is earnest and sincere. We should rather dispense with selfish
gratifications than neglect communion with God. The deepest poverty, the greatest
self-denial, with His approval, is better than riches, honors, ease, and friendship
without it. We must take time to pray. If we allow our minds to be absorbed by worldly
interests, the Lord may give us time by removing from us our idols of gold, of houses,
or of fertile lands.

10. Evangelism, page 190
Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the

third angel's message, and I have answered, "It is the third angel's message in verity."

11. Testimonies to Ministers, page 456
What is justification by faith? It is the work of God in laying the glory of man in

the dust, and doing for man that which it is not in his power to do for himself.

12. Testimonies for the Church Volume One, page 195
Every person will live out all the faith he has.

13. The Ministry of Healing, page 200
We need to look heavenward in faith. We are not to be discouraged because of

apparent failure, nor should we be disheartened by delay. We should work cheerfully,
hopefully, gratefully, believing that the earth holds in her bosom rich treasures for the
faithful worker to garner, stores richer than gold or silver. The mountains and hills are
changing; the earth is waxing old like a garment; but the blessing of God, which
spreads for His people a table in the wilderness, will never cease.
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14. The Desire of Ages, pages 121-122
In the last great conflict of the controversy with Satan those who are loyal to God

will see every earthly support cut off. Because they refuse to break His law in
obedience to earthly powers, they will be forbidden to buy or sell. It will finally be
decreed that they shall be put to death. See Rev. 13:11-17. But to the obedient is given
the promise, "He shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be the munitions of
rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." Isa. 33:16. By this promise
the children of God will live. When the earth shall be wasted with famine, they shall be
fed. "They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be
satisfied." Ps. 37:19. To that time of distress the prophet Habakkuk looked forward, and
his words express the faith of the church: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom,
neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall
yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the
stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Hab. 3:17,18.

15. Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 06-04-1889
The Lord did not lock the reservoir of heaven after pouring his Spirit upon the

early disciples. We, also, may receive of the fullness of his blessing. Heaven is full of
the treasures of his grace, and those who come to God in faith may claim all that he
has promised. If we do not have his power it is because of our spiritual lethargy, our
indifference, our indolence. Let us come out of this formality and deadness.

16. Early Writings, pages 79-81
Soon after this I had another dream. I seemed to be sitting in abject despair, with

my face in my hands, reflecting like this: If Jesus were upon earth, I would go to Him,
throw myself at His feet, and tell Him my sufferings. He would not turn away from me,
He would have mercy upon me, and I should love and serve Him always. Just then the
door opened, and a person of beautiful form and countenance entered. He looked upon
me pityingly and said: "Do you wish to see Jesus? He is here and you can see Him if
you desire to do so. Take everything you possess and follow me."

I heard this with unspeakable joy, and gladly gathered up all my little
possessions, every treasured trinket, and followed my guide. He led me to a steep and
apparently frail stairway. As I commenced to ascend the steps, he cautioned me to
keep my eyes fixed upward, lest I should grow dizzy and fall. Many others who were
climbing up the steep ascent fell before gaining the top.

Finally we reached the last step and stood before the door. Here my guide
directed me to leave all the things that I had brought with me. I cheerfully laid them
down; he then opened the door and bade me enter. In a moment I stood before Jesus.
There was no mistaking that beautiful countenance. Such a radiant expression of
benevolence and majesty could belong to no other. As His gaze rested upon me, I
knew at once that He was acquainted with every circumstance of my life and all my
inner thoughts and feelings.

I tried to shield myself from His gaze, feeling unable to endure His searching
eyes, but He drew near with a smile, and, laying His hand upon my head, said: "Fear
not." The sound of His sweet voice thrilled my heart with a happiness it had never
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before experienced. I was too joyful to utter a word, but, overcome with ineffable
happiness, sank prostrate at His feet. While I was lying helpless there, scenes of
beauty and glory passed before me, and I seemed to have reached the safety and
peace of heaven. At length my strength returned, and I arose. The loving eyes of Jesus
were still upon me, and His smile filled my soul with gladness. His presence filled me
with holy reverence and an inexpressible love.

My guide now opened the door, and we both passed out. He bade me take up
again all the things I had left without. This done, he handed me a green cord coiled up
closely. This he directed me to place next my heart, and when I wished to see Jesus,
take from my bosom and stretch it to the utmost. He cautioned me not to let it remain
coiled for any length of time, lest it should become knotted and difficult to straighten. I
placed the cord near my heart and joyfully descended the narrow stairs, praising the
Lord and joyfully telling all whom I met where they could find Jesus. This dream gave
me hope. The green cord represented faith to my mind, and the beauty and simplicity of
trusting in God began to dawn upon my benighted soul.


